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The Leinster Burtchaells and the Clohastia Burtchaells 

Anyone who studies old civic records soon realizes the way in which a single 
surname-single, that is, in its pronunciation-can when written be spelled in multiple 
ways. For example, in the United States during the 18th and 19th centuries one finds 
plentiful evidence of Burtchaell variants: Birdshall, Burchael, Burchal, Burchall, 
Burchel, Burchell, Burchelle, Burchhell, Burchil, Burchill, Burchull, Burtcaell, 
Burtchael, Burtchal, Burtchall, Burtchel, Burtchell, Burtchill, Burttschell-all perhaps 
from a Gaelic Buirseil.1 

It is not simply the case that all but one of these are misspellings of a single 
name, nor is it the case that this bouquet of variants all identify a single family. 

One needs to observe that until recently a name was primarily a spoken entity, 
and only secondarily written: exactly the contrary of what we are accustomed to today. 
Nowadays we ask whether we have written someone's name correctly; previously, one 
had to be careful to pronounce it correctly, no matter how it was written. 

Spelling was not much of a clue to identity. For instance, we find it reported 
that on 17 April 1851 Gilmore Burtchall, a civil engineer, age 22, disembarked from the 
S.S. Lorena, arriving in New York from Dublin. We are also told that a Gilmore 
Burtchade, likewise a 22-year-old engineer, also arrived in New York on the S.S. 
Lorena, having embarked from Dublin, but on 15 September of the same year.2 

This was surely the same young man, Gilmore Dames Burtchaell, making two 
strangely consecutive journeys. It is easy to understand how easy it would be in script, 
for the "et' to be written so closely together as to resemble a "d," and for the final "t' to 
be looped so low as to suggest an "i'. Then there is the problematic "i' missing in 
Burtchall. However, we know from the reliable Irish genealogy that Gilmore Burtchaell 
(the given name itself is already distinctive enough to be a marker), fifth son of Sir 

1 See Fremont Rider, The American Genealogical-Biographical Index, vol. 23 (1958). 
2 The Famine Immigrants: lists of Irish immigrants arriving at the port of New York, I 846-1851, Ira A 
Glazier, ed. (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1983-1986), vol. 7. 
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David Burtchaell, had been born on 17 January 1829, and was thus 22 years old in 
1851. He would have had the resources to afford two fares to New York for whatever 
purpose. We also know that he had recently been obliged to resign his commission as a 
young lieutenant in the Royal Art illery, and was thus regarded as "a ruined man" by his 
family. He had been swiftly hustled out of the country by his father with a few friendly 
letters of recommendation for America but, as his gravestone reports, he sadly "died 
15th May 1852 aged 23 years" the following spring. He thus offers us an example of 
one person apparently documented as three, were one to rely solely on the orthography 
of the time. 

The Record Books of St. Paul's (Episcopal) Church in Newark, New Jersey, for 
the latter 19th century were kept in the careful hands of several attentive clerks. Even 
there, however, one encounters Burtchaells, Burchells, Burtchaels, Burtchells, 
Burchaells, and Burchaels, all closely related yet spelled so randomly: sometimes 
several in a single entry, and the name of one person could be spelled several ways in 
the same entry. 

We read of a Neptune Burchall in the New York City census of 1820 (20th 
Ward) and also of a Neptune Burchill (6th Ward). Neptune Burchall is reported in 
1830, and Neptune Burchill in 1840. There must be two of them (because of the 
addresses), but it would be strange for so rare a given name to be used in different 
families. These two may well have been parent and child, whose surnames are spelled 
without much care at all for regularity. One can thereby understand the notice in the 
New Jersey Index to the Vital Statistics for 1878-1890, that all variants would be found 
listed simply as "Burchells." 

There were many immigrants of the simpler spellings in the New World quite 
early on. Records from colonial times tell of people named Burchel, Burchell (the most 
frequent spelling), Burtchell, Burchill, and Burtchill: most of them born in the 1740s 
and 1750s. They are well scattered: in New York, New Jersey, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maryland. They appear from 
1800 onward in New York City, well before the Famine would bring so many Irish 
westward. In this later period a few new variants emerge: Burchhell, Burchull, 
Burtcael-perhaps the victims of tired clerks at the port of entry. Are all these folks 
relatives of the Burtchaells that would appear later? One reason to doubt it is that their 
baptismal names do not reflect those characteristic of the later Burtchaells. Those early 
colonists most likely emigrated from either England or Ireland, for the name was found 
in both countries. Census records in the mid-nineteenth century, however, record that 
many Protestant Burtchaells, though from Ireland, are identified as of "English" origin. 

But any Irish among them (except for poor Gilmore) are difficult to identify as 
kinfolk of the Burtchaells we study. The genealogy compiled here intends to identify 
and trace the family which emerged in Ireland and eventually claimed the name 
Burtchaell, thus spelled. There are today sundry Irish families who bear variants of the 
name: notably in County Cork (mostly Burchills), and in Dublin City, and around Naas 
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in County Kildare (under various spellingsj.' 

Some of these may be anciently linked to the family traced here, but for want of 
evidence of such bonds, this report must deal only with those who have emerged as 
related Burtchaells. The earliest traceable ancestor is Michael Burtchaell of 
Burgagemore in County Wicklow (whose name was also written in motley through the 
records). Most of those who later bore this as their settled written name can be traced 
back to him in lineal descent. But not all, not yet. 

In 1885 George Dames Burtchaell (1853-1921), Athlone Poursuivant, later 
Deputy Ulster King-of-Arms, and today acknowledged as perhaps Ireland's most astute 
genealogist, once thought that his own family seemed to have descended from one 
settled (under many orthographies) near Bandon, in County Cork, at the end of the 16th 
or the beginning of the 17th century. A George Burchall from that area had signed his 
will 28 April 1620, barely in time for it to be probated on 10 June of that year. The 
1659 Census also reported a Richard Burcell, gent. (like the Irish Bursell), in Tullow, 
County Carlow; likewise a Robert Burchall, gent., in Botler's Wood (Butlersgrove?), 
Killamery Parish, Kells Barony, County Kilkenny. They seemed to be gentry: English 
gentry. The name itself, as Birchall or Burchall, was common in Cheshire and 
Lancashire, and joined to strong Christian names favored by the English: like.Peter and 
George. Thus G.D.B. thought, in 1885, that the first recorded ancestor of his own 
lineage, Michael Burtchaell of Burgagemore (c.1648-1732), "appears to have been 
descended" from that Anglo-Irish (and very Protestant) family. Two decades later he 
was saying only that such descent was "possible." The picture had become less clear. 
Richard Burchall, it turned out, had been one of the officers who threw up their 
commissions in 1649 as a consequence of the execution of Charles I. Possibly a 
Catholic? Yet he came through the Cromwell invasion well enough, for in 1667 he was 
the principal inhabitant of Tullow. After the Glorious Revolution in 1688-89, three 
Burchalls-John, Arthur and Joseph-had fled from Ireland to Chester.4 

Perhaps Catholic patriots? On the other hand, the Robert Burtchall listed as a 
gentleman in County Kilkenny, turned out to be a Cromwellian settler. 

The origins still seem unclear, but it is this writer's hunch, because of their 
calendar, class and church, that these Burtchaells descend from the Cromwellian settlers 
of the mid-seventeenth century. 

There had been successive waves of unwelcome invasive settlers from the East, 
as the Celts themselves had once come: yesterday's invader becomes today's settler and 
tomorrow's native. There were the highly unwelcome Vikings in much earlier years. 
The Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Picts who occupied Scotland and England drove the 

3 As seen in the records of the General Registry Office, Dublin. 
4 Seamus Pender, ed., A Census of Ireland Circa 1659 (Dublin: Stationery Office, 1939); George Dames 
Burtchaell (1853-1921), "The Family of Rothe of Kilkenny," Journal of the Kilkenny Archeological 
Society, 1885, pp. 501-654, at 645, n. 5; idem, letter 21 November 1903 to William Daly Burtchaell 
(1834-1919), his first cousin once removed, transcript provided by J. Edgar Peters of Peterborough, 
Ontario. 
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Celts resident there upward (to the Highlands) and westward, compacting them in 
Wales, Cornwall, the Isle of Man and, most numerously, Ireland. When St. Augustine 
was sent by Pope Gregory to bring Christianity to the Angles, Venerable Bede recounts 
how offended the Celts were, who had centuries earlier adopted a Christianity more 
Egyptian than Roman. Anglo-Norman adventurers in the twelfth century had 
established themselves as a new nobility in Ireland: most notably, the FitzGeralds, 
Butlers, and De Burghs. The Tudors brought to Ireland a military invasion and 
devastation of the land, a Protestant establishment, a formal subjection to the English 
throne, and more English landowners. Under the Stuarts English political dominance 
was perfected and land confiscation extended, but when the Irish rose to reclaim their 
Catholic religious freedom Oliver Cromwell's punitive army put down the rebellion 
with bloody force, and seized vast tracts of land which he distributed to his officers, 
largely composed of Englishmen, and apparently a number of Burchells, Burchalls, et 
al. 

These seemingly Cromwellian, Protestant Burtchaells are not to be confused 
with the "Scotch-Irish," who formed the largest and most influential group of 
immigrants to the American colonies and nation during the eighteenth century. Having 
confiscated great landholdings anew in captive Ireland, William ID invited in a good 
number of Protestant Low lander Scots to take possession of them. We think of these 
Scots as having seized only Ulster, but their aristocracy reached well beyond that. 
Later, in the eighteenth century, Britain would protect its own agricultural producers by 
blocking these gentlemen farmers in Ireland from exporting their produce competitively 
into the English market. Those Scotsmen-turned-Irishmen thus suddenly lost their 
affluent futures, especially if they were not firstborn in their families, and many of them 
emigrated to the American colonies where they claimed an important role in the new 
gentry there, spread heavily in Virginia, the Carolinas and Pennsylvania. When Britain 
similarly protected its market from American exports, these "Scotch-Irish," as they 
became known in the colonies, were ready to play a strong and articulate part in the 
growing sentiment for independence. 

The greatest westward Irish emigration came in the nineteenth century 
beginning with the Great Famine of the late 1840s, caused when Britain obliged the 
Irish to export to England their bountiful harvests of grain throughout the years when 
the entire potato harvest, planted as the food of the poor, was destroyed by pestilence, 
thus leaving the indigenous, dispossessed Irish, mostly Catholics and mostly poor, to 
perish in a land abounding in forbidden grain. 

Along with them, however, some of those older, Protestant, Irished folk of 
depleted fortune in a moribund economy, also made their way to America. They were 
perhaps better educated and financed, though less well noticed. They appear not to have 
been "steerage" folk, but artisans, farmers, clerks, craftsmen, engineers. The earlier 
eighteenth century "Burchell"s, whatever their authentic spelling, came more likely 
from England (where the name was original and common: indeed, the writer was once 
stopped in his tracks on his way out of the chapel attached to Arundel Castle, to find a 
gravestone "In Memory of JAMES BURCHELL who died suddenly Feby 10th 1820 
Aged 52 Years."), It was in the mid-19th century that the Protestant Burtchaell 
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progeny, whatever their spelling, began to come to North America from Kilkenny, 
Carlow and Wicklow. That they had, in much earlier times, been English was inferred 
by George Dames Burtchaell when he noticed that the family arms, granted to Sir David 
in 1833, somewhat resemble in their design those granted earlier to a Burchall family in 
Herefordshire, England, which G.D.B. took to be evidence that they might still have 
been conscious and proud of English origins. 

There is a counter-theory. Albert Burtchaell wrote from California in 1971: 

They were a very military family and the profession of arms was their 
family heritage. They were Protestants and loyal to William the Silent, Prince 
of Orange [ who became William III, husband of Queen Mary II, joint monarchs 
of the forcibly United Kingdom of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland]. Prior 
to going to Ireland under his banner they had their own manor house in the 
southern part of France where they had a large acreage, their own cattle, tenant 
farmers, etc. They held this land by right of conquest and were of English 
extraction. On this land they also raised flax and were interested in the linen 
industry. When the Protestants left France, they took a good deal of the 
knowledge of this industry with them to Ireland. The Burtchaell fighting men 
did very well at the Battle of the Boyne Water in July 1690.5 ,:,· -: .. , 

This would fit with the fact that flax was then a major crop in 
Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny, the principal family seat in the early nineteenth 
century, but no other supportive evidence is now known. The present writer once 
inclined to the belief that the family had earlier Alsatian connections, and had perhaps 
sojourned in the Netherlands. But now none of that seems plausible. 

Michael Burtchaell's Burgagemore is in County Wicklow. He was born c.1648, 
and of an age to have been brought into Ireland with the Cromwellians as a youngster. 
He married thrice, begot 18 children (3+ 3+ 12), and lies buried at St. Mary's in 
Blessington, Co. Wicklow. The one wife whose previous residence is known hailed 
from Kildare, and their children whose residences are known lived in Counties 
Wicklow and Kildare. Those eleven sons and seven daughters produced only 21 known 
offspring; indeed, fourteen of the eighteen appear to have died without issue. That 
seems to have happened often in those early generations: many died either in childhood 
or as unmarried adults, while some who did beget families compensated prodigiously 
for those who did not. All four of Michael's children with recorded issue were sons, but 
in more modern times the daughters seem to have outdone their brothers, and thus the 
surname has not been so widely reproduced. 

The strongest local associations of the family in Ireland soon came to be in the 
neighboring counties of Kilkenny and Carlow. The family's socio-economic 
ascendancy coincided with the marriage of Michael Burtchaell' s grandson Peter ( 17 43- 

5 Letter of Albert (formally Adalbert) B., 1909-1982, to the author. His first cousin once removed, 
Samuel Waters B., II (1917-), gave as his recollection of the "Legend" that the family came from 
Alsace-Lorraine, spent three hundred years in Ireland, and came to America during the Great Famine of 
the 1840s (to the author, 13 October 1971). 
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1815) to Catherine Rothe (1758-89) iri 1784. The Rothe family, who had come from 
Wales with the earlier Anglo-Norman invaders, and whose name also suffered 
orthographic indignity (Roth, Rooth, Routh, Rowth), was the subject of an enormous 
genealogical study by George Dames Burtchaell, who records their arrival in Ireland in 
1172, and includes among them a priest attendant upon St. Thomas Becket at his death; 
two bishops of Ossory (the ecclesial name for the diocese of Kilkenny) one of whom 
went on to become the archbishop of Cashel; various generals and colonels in the 
armies of James Stuart at the Boyne (1690) and of Bonnie Prince Charlie at the Battle of 
Culloden (1745); as well as other field officers up to the present century, numerous 
Members of Parliament and Mayors and Sovereigns of Kilkenny, Justices of the Peace, 
and one Jesuit (Bernard, 1693-1768: spiritual advisor to Montesquieu and, after the 
suppression of the Order, confessor to Princess Charlotte of Lorraine). 

The Rothes were identified as Stuart supporters since the formation of the Irish 
Catholic Confederation in Kilkenny in support of Charles I. 7 

The family intermarried with the Butlers: Earls and Dukes of Ormonde and 
Viceroys of Ireland, descended from the first Earl, who was husband to the 
granddaughter of Edward I, the bloody subduer of Wales. The Rothes were not at their 
crest when Peter Burtchaell and Catherine Rothe married in 1789, only forty years since 
defeat and exile for some of them after Culloden. (Cousin Albert's recollections of a 
French connection and a military past might fit the Rothes, if not the Burtchaells.) 
Nevertheless, four years after their marriage Peter Burtchaell was appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland to be a Surveyor and Collector of Revenue. 8 

His wife died the next year, and he inherited her considerable property, which 
thus came into the Burtchaell family. The Burtchaells would never own much land 
outright, but they served the land-owning nobility (first the Ormonde Butlers, later 
Viscount Clifden) as middlemen, and thus became the functional landlords of many 
tenanted farmlands. 

Unlike his grandfather Michael of Burgagemore, Peter whelped a double 
generation of Burtchaells that was truly prodigious. By his two wives, Catherine Rothe 
and Dorcas Devine, he too begot 18 children. Nine were sons, of whom six had issue, 
producing together a generation of 55 grandchildren with the Burtchaell patronymic, not 
to mention their legions of cousins begot by Peter's daughters, bearing the not 
inconsiderable Celtic names Divine (or Devine), Byrn, Cronyn, and Flood. That 
generation, born in the first decade of the nineteenth century, represents, at least 
demographically, the ''floruit" period of the Burtchaells in Ireland. These Burtchaells 
flooded the Leinster countryside, and quite exceeded the capacity of their properties, 
which they managed somewhat to extend. Peter's younger brother, David of Lacken, 
from whom this writer descends, also begot 18 children by his two wives, but their 
progeny are neither so plentiful nor so well recorded. Considering that these were all 
likely sprung from Cromwellian settlers, one appreciates that they had by then found 

7 Katherine M. Lanigan, Rothe House Kilkenny, in the program for its restoration as seat of the Kilkenny 
Archeological Society and Museum, 1965, p. 19. 
8 Photocopy of commission, February 1788, provided by Dr. R.J. Hetherington. 
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more than one way to dominate the countryside. 

Sir David Burtchaell, Peter and Catherine's son, also inherited from his maternal 
uncle Richard Rothe the patronage of the town of Graiguenamanagh (the "granary of 
the monks") and its vicinity. It had for some time been a center of flax growing and 
processing, to support the linen industry, and the Burtchaells are remembered to have 
had a share in that endeavor.9 

The principal Burtchaell family seat there (besides the perhaps more attractive 
Coolroe House, and other major properties) is a lovely old manor house called Brandon 
Dale (or Brandondale), the residence of the squires, situated over the River Barrow 
which separates the counties of Kilkenny and Carlow and debouches at Waterford.10 

The town was centered on an enormous and lovely ruin. The Cistercian monks 
had come to Graigue in 1204, only two years after the order came to Ireland. Their 
monastery was founded by the Earl of Pembroke and known as the Abbey of Duiske of 
the Valley of the Saviour (Duiske, pronounced Dooshk, means "Black Water"). It 
became one of the largest of Ireland's forty-odd Cistercian houses, until it was 
suppressed and the monks expelled in 1536; twelve who remained nearby would be 
massacred on the grounds in Elizabeth's time. Since then the great fabric has gradually 
fallen into ruin, yet the Catholic villagers have taken satisfaction from the fact.that, 
sometimes furtively and often openly, the Mass continued to be celebrated here or there 

h · h · 11 on t e premises up to t e present time. 

It was finally restored to their legal use in the early nineteenth century, and 
Viscount Clifden, landlord to the entire area, granted a lease for 999 years at a rent of 
ten shillings per annum (never collected). In the 1970s the parish undertook the 
reconstruction of the original abbey church, Ireland's largest, and at great cost to 
themselves rebuilt the stone walls and oak roof on their original foundations. 

David Burtchaell was granted arms when knighted in 1833: 

Per pale azure and gules on a chevron between three cross crosslets or, 
three quatrefoils of the first. Crest: On a mount vert a lion rampant sable 
supporting on the sinister side an oak tree proper. Motto: Quo fata vacant 
[Whither Do the Fates Call?]. 

The Burtchaell arms when borne by Catherine Rothe's Burtchaell descendants 
are quartered with those of the Rothe family. 

9 John Joyce, Graiguenamanagh: a town and its people (Graignamanagh: Graigue Publications, 1993), 
94-7. 
10 Brandondale was last occupied for the family by Sir David's youngest son Richard Rothe Burtchaell 
who died without issue (1834-1903); his widow Sarah (Farmer) lived on for years and, despite being 
Protestant in a decisively Catholic town, was held in fond respect there until her death. The property was 
purchased by Baron Kervin de Littenhove from Belgium, a Kirwin descendant of the "Wild Geese," who 
lived there with his wife and daughter before letting the property to William F. Murphy and his family. 
The de Littenhove daughter eventually sold it. 
11 Kilian Walsh, O.C.S.O., Graiguenamanagh Abbey, brochure, n.d. 
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Lt. General Sir Charles Henry Burtchaell (1866-1932), grandson to Sir David, 
was knighted to honor his service as high medical officer in the Imperial Army and as 
Physician to the George V. His brother, George Dames Burtchaell, who for many years 
had done virtually all of the genealogical and historical research of an inactive Ulster 
King of Arms, was widely expected to succeed to the chief position and its customary 
knighthood, but his premature death when struck by an automobile in 1921 deprived 
him and the family of that deserved honor. 

The Burtchaell annals of this clan also include rectors and vicars and priests, and 
dragoons and artillerymen and naval personnel and officers of the Royal Engineers, 
gentlemen farmers, surveyors, and physicians. I have styled them globally as the 
Leinster Burtchaells. 

It was in the middle of the nineteenth century that Burtchaells began to emigrate. 
We can fairly well trace who has introduced the family name into various parts of the 
world. 

The family was, as explained, traditionally Protestant. The degree to which they 
withheld themselves from indigenous Irish society in favor of the landed Anglo-Irish 
gentry may be seen by the names of the families with whom they were bound in 
marriage: Jackson, Hunt, Wilson, Allen, Harney, Moorhouse, Morgan, Mainwaring, 
Foot, Howarth, Lee, Dames, Rothe, Burtonwood, Devine, Farmar, Crosby, Robinson, 
Senior, Johnson, Wall, Mothersill, Bassett, Johnstone, Mercer, Browne, Shudall, Flood 
(anglicized from the Welsh Lloyd), Burroughs, Thorpe, Dowsley, Stratton, Morris. The 
most sustained liaison was with the Tunstead family of Old Leighlin, across the river in 
County Carlow: Edward B. married Sarah T., his nephew Edward B. married her niece 
Mary Ann T.; John B. married Dorothea T., and her brother John T. married his second 
cousin Dorcas B. 

The church records in Newark, the port of entry and staging point for so many of 
the Burtchaells and their kind, show them sponsoring one another's children in baptism 
and claiming namesakes back and forth. The resident family, whom I have styled the 
Newark Burtchaells, has strewn the record books of the Protestant Episcopal churches 
there with evidence that they belonged to a society that was Protestant and Anglo-Irish. 
Probably the most foundational arrival was of a couple that joined the two families: 
Edward Burtchaell and Sarah Tunstead, who both died shortly after arriving in 1851, 
leaving nine children orphaned. They are remembered as having been raised by two of 
the daughters, Dora (23) who married and moved to Georgia, and Dorcas (21), who 
remained unmarried and in New Jersey. 

Not all emigration has brought Burtchaells to the United States. Two brothers, 
Archdall (b. 1824) and Benjamin Burton (b. 1830), emigrated to Canada early enough 
for the younger to marry there c.1847.12 Archdall begot daughters, and settled in 
Fenelon Falls, while Benjamin Burton went to Coboconk: both in Ontario, about 60 
miles northeast of Toronto. Their issue has not been numerous. I have styled them the 

12 There is some evidence, but not conclusive, that a third brother, Francis Hamilton Loftus Burtchaell (b. 
1827), also went to Canada, but in any case he died without issue. 
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Ontario Burtchaells. 

In approximately 1856/57 their brother, Nicholas Burtchaell (1826-1890), 
arrived in New Orleans and promptly wed Annie Dinnin who had been on the same 
ship. They are the progenitors of a large clan of Burtchaells in Louisiana, the senior 
branch in the United States, and typically Catholic. The fact that George Dames 
Burtchaell, having lost all track of him, later listed Nicholas ~s "died young," suggests 
that he may have been the legendary "Burtchaell who ran away." He arrived poor, but 
in time his fortune somewhat and his family grew (more than somewhat, though only 
one of their five sons married). I have styled them the Louisiana Burtchaells. 

William Daly Burtchaell (1834-1919) married Maria Mackey Williams in 
Florida in 1859, but soon moved to Georgia and sired through his son George Sarsfield 
Burtchaell (1888-1871) a great clan of the family in the Deep South: mostly in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida. I have styled them the Georgia Burtchaells. 

John Burtchaell (b. 1831) was naturalized in 1852 in Newark, New Jersey and 
married Dorothea Tunstead. In 1872 they were invited by her brother, James Tunstead, 
to Marin County in California, where he would serve several terms as sheriff. Their 
many offspring would spread out in the West and constitute the youngest of the 
American clans. I have styled them the California Burtchaells. 

In the event the Burtchaells, having in such large part emigrated, are exceeding 
scarce in Ireland. To confuse our story mischievously, the entire clan of Burtchaells 
that remain-with deep roots right in the family seat of Graiguenamanagh itself-are 
Catholics. 

The Catholic parish records in Graigue, which by coincidence date back to just 
about the period in the early 19th century when David Burtchaell was succeeding his 
father Peter as the local squire, report a fair number of other Burtchaells: Catholic 
Burtchaells. The registers reveal that they intermarried with folks named Murphy, 
Coady, Keeffe, McCarthy, Walsh, O'Neill, Whelan, Corcoran, Mahon, Butler, Purcell, 
Kealey, Dowling, Behan, Hayden, Molloy: not to be confused (nor wanting to be 
confused) with the Anglo-Irish ascendancy. They seem to have been tenant farmers, 
and as such they likely paid their rents to the very other Burtchaells up the slopes of 
Brandon Hill. The famine, however, scattered them except for one lineage, which has 
produced virtually all of the Burtchaells now resident in Ireland. John Burtchaell and 
Margaret Coady, from the rural townland (neighborhood) of Clohastia beside Graigue 
proper, had eight children right through the midst of the Great Hunger in the latter 
1840s, of whom Thomas, with Ellen Keeffe, had six children; of whom John, with Mary 
O'Neill, in their tum begot four sons and five daughters who live across Ireland today. 
John's sister-in-law and her son still farm eighty acres in Clohastia. 

It was not quite the case that "Two households, both alike in dignity, in fair 
Graiguenamanagh where we lay our scene," would naturally create comity between 
themselves. Quite the contrary, the two families Burtchaell werecloven by class, 
ethnicity, church, education, and hope. Yet the fact that in all Ireland two distinct 
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lineages both bearing the rare name of Burtchaell would reside for generations side-by 
side, albeit without apparent notice or comity, must naturally raise the question as to 
whether they are related. 

The fact that the compulsively professional George Dames Burtchaell could 
have totally excluded from his genealogy the Catholic clan I have styled the Clohastia 
Burtchaells shows us the view from Brandondale. But a dim memory of a whisper 
remains: that one of the old-line Burtchaells (perhaP:s in County Kildare) did become a 
Catholic, and was ostracized by the rest of the clan. 3 

This is matched by a more spicy rumor downstream on the Catholic side. 
According to this memory one of the male Burtchaell gentry got one of the female 
Burtchaell yeomanry with child, and surprised everyone by "doing the honest thing" 
and taking her to wife. The couple then left the child with her kin, crossed the Atlantic 
to create a new home, but perished before they could send for their child. That child, 
raised as a Catholic, then went on to be a major forbear of the Catholic Burtchaells. 
This rather elaborate rumor seems at first hearing to be improbable, but there does tum 
out to be one child who might explain such a memory. The Graigue Catholic parish 
register reports the baptism of a Margaret B. Burtchaell (full spelling), born 28/3/1852 
to "Archbold" Burtchaell and Mary Howitt. The father's given name is quite unusual, 
and fits ill with all those Murphys and Corcorans. It may well be a confusion for 
Archdall Burtchaell, son of Augusta Byrn and Patrick Burtchaell. Archdall was born in 
November 1824 and would have been 27 at the time of Margaret's birth. Also, he was 
one of those who emigrated to Canada and did not return. Was this the spark that leapt 
the gap between the two distant houses? 

Not likely. He is otherwise reported to have married a woman named Gore, 
possibly from County Wexford, and begotten two or perhaps three daughters, though all 
in Canada. In any case the child whose baptismal record draws our curiosity was a 
daughter, Margaret, who could bear but not pass on the Burtchaell name. 

A more plausible candidate-story might be that of Alfred Leonard Burtchaell II, 
born to a Church of Ireland family, who married Mary Jane Murphy in a Catholic 
church in County Wexford, migrated to England, and along with his twin brother 
Horatio Nelson Burtchaell (b. 1890, m. Ethel Jane Carey) sired the English Burtchaells. 
Alfred's apparently Dubliner origins might account for the story being only distantly 
known and told in Graiguenamanagh. 

There is also, of course, the Burtchaell-Dinnin couple who begot the prodigious 
Catholic clan in New Orleans. 

But the most interesting cleavage is manifest between the two variously 
deployed Burtchaell clans I call the Leinster Burtchaells and their likely kin, the clan of 
Clohastia Burtchaells. Neighbors once in Graiguenamanagh, they were held apart by 
forces so strong that no evidence has yet emerged to establish that they were kinsmen. 
All that notwithstanding, their fellowship in that one distinctive name (when spelled in 

13 John L. Everett, letter to Wyona Denstedt ( copy in possession of the author), 27 March 1968. 
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its eventual form), and in their common if not neighborly residence in the area, justifies 
our reporting them together as the Irish Burtchaells. Since, despite the strong 
probability that the Clohastia Burtchaells are related to their Graiguenamanagh 
neighbors (if not, in the past, by much neighborliness), the Leinster Burtchaells, they 
are both reported here, though side-by-side. 

And if some later inquiry finds a juncture we have not yet found, to re-unite the 
clans in one tribe after all, no longer held apart by religion (so many of the North 
American Burtchaells have been Catholics) or class or education or politics (for while 
the Anglo-Irish Burtchaells lost their dominance and became truly Irish, Ireland claimed 
its independence and also became truly Irish), then the lines of genealogy traced by our 
findings here may the more easily draw us all into one. 
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